PREFACE

MY interest in Nadir Shah was first aroused when I examined two books>
one in Spanish and the other in Portuguese, belonging to Sir Arnold
Wilson ; these books were, respectively, Le Margne's Fida de Thamas
Kouti-KhtM and de Voulton's Vcrdadeira Noticta^ the first being a life

of Nadir and the second an account of the happenings at Karnal and
Delhi during Nadir's invasion of India.

Some years later, when I decided to study for the London Ph.D,
degree, I chose Nadir's career as my subject. A few months after 1
had submitted my thesis, the School of Oriental Studies acquired from
the Institut Vostokovedcniya, of Leningrad, a photostat copy of the
unique MS, of Muhammad Kaxim's history of Nadir's reign. Thanks
to the generosity of the Librarian of the School of Oriental Studies, I
have had this photostat copy of the MS. on loan for a considerable time*
In the light of what I have found in this source and in other sources^
not previously available, 1 have rewritten the greater part of my thesis ;
the result is the present book.

It is my pleasant duty to acknowledge here many acts of kindness,
f have, in particular, to thank Professor Mmorsky for his encouragement
and for many most helpful suggestions. I am also much indebted to
Sir K. Dcnison Ross for his valuable advice and for his kindness in con-
senting to write the Foreword of this book* 1 owe a great deal to my
friend Mr. J. K Buddcley, who has been most helpful in connection
with certain of the Russian authorities consulted and who has generously
allowed me to utilise his map of Daghistan in the preparation of my own
map of that region- As regards Nadir's Indian campaign, 1 am very
grateful to Sir Jadunath Sarkar for much most valuable advice and help
and for lending me one of his manuscripts. 1 have also to thank Sir
Edward Maclagan for his great kindness in placing at my disposal some
extremely useful notes* A number of further acknowledgments are
made in the book*

As regards the illustrations. Professor Arthur Upham Pope has been
good enough to take specially for nie some views of the shrine of the
imam Kick at Mashhaa, showing Nadir's additions and embellishments,
and the Institut Vostofcovedcniya, of Leningrad, has very kindly furnished
me with several photographic reproductions of the illustrations in the
KiMt><*i~Ntuiiri and N&dir-NtWM of Muhammad Kazim. I must also
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